IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY                            iy
my subjects of these my realms of Castile and Portugal. And I desire and command all my officers of justice that, against those who shall do the contrary and shall trespass against this my charter of prohibition and command, they shall fully execute and cause to be executed all the penalties set forth and imposed on those who without licence of my said uncle should have gone to Guinea or who now should go without the licence of my said son; because thus it pleases me that it shall be done and accomplished by the said Fernam Tellez, who has the desire to send to seek and discover them and to take care that if they should be found great advantage may come to my realms. And also, because the said Fernam Tellez has done for me in the said realms so many and signal services, I am pleased to do him this and much greater favours, and it is my pleasure and desire that all this shall thus be observed and accomplished from now and for all time. And in witness of the same I order him to be given this charter signed and sealed with the seal. Given in the Chamber the tenth of November at the date of 75 years.
[1486.] Dom Joham1 etc., to all who shall see this our charter we make known that we have seen a deed of contract and gift made between Fernam Dulmo and Joham Afomso do Estreito, an inhabitant of the island of Madeira, the tenor of which is word for word as follows: In the name of God amen, know you who shall see this deed of contract that in the year of Our Lord Jesus Christ 1486, on the i2th of July in the city of Lisbon, there appeared in the Notarial Bureau Fernam Dulmo, gentleman of our lord the King's household and Captain of the island of Ter-ceira, who now goes as captain to discover the Island of the Seven'Cities by order of our lord the King; and there appeared also Joham Afomso do Estreito, an inhabitant of the region of Funchal in the island of Madeira, and thereupon the said Fernam Dulmo presented to me the notary a document of the following tenor: Dom Joham, by the grace of God King of Portugal and of the Algarve on this side of the sea, and on the other in Africa Lord of Guinea, we make known that Fernam Dulmo, gentleman and Captain in the island of Terceira for the Duke Manuel my very esteemed and beloved cousin, came now to us and told us how he wished to discover a large island or islands or mainland by the coast, which is supposed to be the Island of the Seven Cities, and all this at his own cost and expense, and that he prayed us that we should make him a grant and royal donation of the said island or islands or mainland that he, or another by his orders, may thus discover or find; and so we grant him
* John II, 1481-95.
AVO